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The Anfwerers of this Paper afbamed to take any Notice of their Kpavifb SCHEME, 


or to Defend its 


Till they clear it of the Charge brought againft it, or confels the Forgery, the Mercator 


will take no Notice of them. 


The Price of Wooll fallen from 17 5. per Tod to 12.5. upon the Stop put to Trade by 


Rejeéting this Bill. 


The Dutch carry away as much of our Wooll Unwrought as the French: 


The Dutch imitate our Woollen Manufactures as much as the French: 


Both to be watch’d against, one as well as the other. 


é ‘ t a4 A ae | i"? 





Hofe,who expect the MERCATOR fhould 
enter into a Papet-War with the Pamphle- 
teers of the Party,who oppofe the Bill of 
Commerce, will be difappoimted: Let them 

{peak to thofe,who they think they can Convince; we 
thal fpeak to thofe,who we defire to Undeceive. 

If they think fill to impofe upon the People of Bri- 
tain, one would think they fhould undertake to Defend 
their Idol called the SCHEME, who, like Dagon before 
the Ark, is fallen down before Truth and the MER- 
c ATOR, with his Head and his Hands knock’d off; 
and the Philiftines of the Party have not fo much as ta- 
ken the leaft Care of it: Ner have they offerd one 
Word in Defence of that hardy Step, unparallell’d in 
thefe laft Ages, (viz.) of prefuming to impofe fuch a 
bare-fac’'d Forgery, and fo eafily to be detected, upon 
- of Commons, and after upon the whole 

and. 

The MERCATOR has fufficiently expofed this 
SCHEME, deteéted it, and charged its Promoters with 
a Crime,which ought not to be named among Men of 
Honefly. 

Surely no reafonable Man will allow any thing to be 
called an Anfwer to this Paper, or that fuch Anfwers 
deferve any Notice, till they have either cleared up this 
Charge, difowned the Paper called a SCHEME, and 
acknowledged the Knavery of Impofing it upon the 
People, efpecially upon the Parliament. 

If they fhall ftill refolve to fit down with fo black a 
Charge upon them, be contented to pafs with impartial 
Men for Deceivers, and be unconcerned at being proved 


Fareers of SCHEMES to Impofe upon and Deceive the 


oa fee 


People; the MERC ATOR wifhes them Joy of the 
Charaéter, and profefles, that till they thall wath their 
Leaders from this Stain, this Paper fhall make no other 
Reply to all they fay than SCHEME, SCHEME, juftity 
your SCHEME, or knock under for your SCHEME, 
acknowledge your felves Knaves for the SCHEME, &c. 

Thus we pafs from them, to fpeak more immediately 
to the Bufinefs before us, ( viz.) The French .Trades 
And as fome People* would tell us formerly, the Bal- 
lance of the French Trade was proved to be againft us 
by the rifing or falling of the Rate of Exchange; fo let 
us fee,if the rifing or falling of the Price of Wooll in 
this Nation, is not as good a Teftimony of the good of 
evil Effects of rejecting the Treaty of Commerce with 
France. a ie 

When, the Peace being made, tlie Welcome News 
was fpread about the Kingdom, that the French Trade 
would be open’d; What was the immediate Confe- 
quence of it, but this! All thofé ancient Merchants and 
Manufacturers, who remember’d what a Vent we had 
always to France, in formét days, for Woollen Manufa- 
€tures, began to ptepare for the like, to lay out Mony3; 
give Commiflions, buy Wooll, and fet Pedple to work; 
infomuch thar whereas the Quantity of Wooll,which 
lay unwrought on the Farmer’s hand, was ptodigious, 
(viz.) in moft Places, two or thtee Years Growth 
and the Price very low : Upon this Ptofpeé, the Wooll 
began to ftir, the Markets carried it off, and the Price 
rife up from 13s. 6ds to 16: and to 17s: pet Tod. 

On the other hand, No fooner was this Blow firuck, 
but Trade felt the Shock ; the Blow affeéted every Mat- 
ket; the Merchanr countermanded his Orders, the 
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Wooll-men with-held buying the Manufa@ures dit 


mifs’‘d their Men, and the 


The good People of England,who are perfwaded,that 
this Trade is for their Hurt, will feel this Argument at 
home at their own doors, if their Meafures do not pre- 
vent it. Either it is trueythat the Price of Wooll is 
thus fall’n, or it is not true ; there can be no putting 
of fallacious SCHEMES upon the People in this cafe, 
to amufe and deceive them: The Country People will 
know, whether this is true or not, and whether the 
Damp given to Trade by the Stop of this Bill, was not 
the Occafion of it: This they will alfo judge of by their 
Experience. 

And how can this be otherwife ? What an Alteration 
in‘ our Manufaéturing muft it have made, had Liberty 
beeii obtained, to have had Thirty thoufand Pieces of 
Serges and. Perpetuana’s, Five or fix thoufand Pieces of 
Spanifh Cloths, Four thovfand Pieces of Bays, Twelve 
thoufand Pieces of Mozeus and Kerfies, Two hundred 
thoufand Yards of Flannel, Frizes, and Cottons, Ele- 
ven thoufand Dozen of Hofe, and the like of other forts 
of Woollen Goods Exported to France this next Year, 
as was done in the aft Year but one, before the high 
Duties were laid on there, and where all thofe Goods 
are now itrictly Prohibited ? 

Will thefe PRESERVERS of Commerce tell us how 
many poor Families would have been employ’d by fuch 
a Trade, who now muft eat their Bread,when they can 

et it? Will they find fome Equivalent for our Manu- 
Tehetes ? Some new Market, where thofe Goods fhall be 
Sold ? Or, Will they tell the Country People, how their 
Wooll ih! be wrought up, while they fhut up thofe 
Trades,which always ufed to affiftin the Confumption 
of ir. ee 

Yhey may well tell the poor People, that their Wooll 
fhall be fent to France Unmanufactured; which is 


another Forgery of the fame Party. It is the Nations . 


trie Intereft, no doubt, to prevent by all poflible Me- 
thods the Exportation of our Wooll either to France or 
to Holland, as the only way,by which either the French 
or the Dutch can be able to imitate our Manufaciures to 
any purpofe: But we ought to have a very tender re- 
gard to our Manufafturing of our Wooll at_ home alfo; 
for if the Trade will not carry gff the Quantity of 
Wooll we grow, what muft the fgrmer do, and how 
will Rents be paid? The limiting our Commerce, and 
preventing our Manufactures going abroad, as it 
prompts, the Nations from whom it is fo reftrain’d, to 
make all manner of fhift to furnifh themfelves, and to 
imitate them at home ; fo it caufes our Wooll at home 
to remain unfold, the Priceto fink, and the Quantity to 
erow upon us, till we thall be obliged to deftroy it for 
vant of a Vent ; what orher Effeéis ir muft have, as to 
leaving our People Unemploy d, may be fpoken of by 
it felf. 

The Endeavours ufed to perfwade People, that the 
Treaty of Commerce would have Repealed the Laws, 
which Prohibic the Exportation of Wooll, are fallaci- 
ous, and of a piece with their SCHEME, fince it is 
thus briefly confuted. . = 

The Treaty of Commerce, and Bill to make it Ef- 
feftual, Repeals no Prohibitions farther back than 1 Cte 
whereas the Aéts Prohibiting the Exportation of Woo! ‘ 
&c. on pain of Death, are many Years before that time, 
as by our Statutes will appear. 


French, make any fle 


have beer: 

But it will not be amifs, to remind thofe People,who, 
@p for throwing out this Bill of Commerce, and there- 
by keeping our Woollen Manufactures from going 
abroad into France, that this is the way to pufh our 
People upon running all manner of Hazards to Exporr 
their Wooll Unwrought ; for if it cannot be Wrought 
at home, if the Price is low, 11 s.6d. or 12s. per 
Tod, if two or three Years Wooll lies on Hand, as is 
juft now our Cafe, what muft they do then? The greac 
Price abroad is a Temptation hard to be refifted by thofe, 
who regardtheir private Gain more than their Countries 
Good; fo that running the Wooll to a dead low Price, is 
the ready way to prompt the Exportation of it to the 
ruin of the Trade. 

It is obfervable, that in this Exporting of Wooll, 
and the Difcourfe of Foreigners falling into our Manu- 
faciures, our Eyes are fixed wholly upon the French, as 
if none but the French imitated our Manufactures, or 
carryed away our Wooll: Not regarding at the fame 
time, how the Dutch are diligent in both, and what 
Progrefs they haye made, even much more than the 
French in our Manufactures; even to thefupplying the 
French with large Quantities of their. Woollen Manu- 
fa&tures, while we Prolubit our Trade, and fhut our 
felves out. 

This might open the Eyes of thofe People; who, as 
was mentioned in the laft AERC ATOR, are for ha- 
ving the Dutch take our Manufactures, and carry them 
into France for us, becaufe forfooth they can Sail cheaper 
than we ; who might be asked, whether the Dutch will 
not, if poflible, prefer their own Goods ‘before ours in 
France, and cyery where elfe ? And to convince them of 
this, the 44 ERC ATOR thall fhortly let you fee,what 
a ftep the Dutch are at this very time taking’ to circum- 


vent the Englifh Woollen Manufactures, as well in - 


Flanders as in France; by which we may fee, if our 
Eyes are not wilfully clofed, whar need we have to ex- 
tend our Manufaétures as much as poffible. 

And yet neither could the Datch, any more than the 
in the Woollen Manufactures 
that would be fatal to us, if they were not fupplied 
with vaft Quantities of our fine Lincolnthire Wooll 
from thofe parts of the Englifh Coaft ywhich is next 
them, while we,turning our Eyes from them to Rom- 
néy-Marih, think, or pretend rather to think, that we 
have no Thievifh Neighbours but tne French, and no 
Enemies or Rivals to our Manufactures but the French, 
and wink, as it were, at the Encroachments of others. 

Our Care to prevent the Exportation of our Wooll 
Unwroughtr, ought to be Univerfal, and no doubt,but 
if our Trade will not carry off the Quantity of our 
Wooll,which our Sheep produce, we had better caufe 


the Overplus to be Confumed, than fuffer it to be Ex-, 


ported. But next to the Care of preventing the Ex- 
portation of Wooll Unwrought, it ought to be our 
great Care to enlarge the Export of our Wooll when 
Manufactured, fo that the Quantity may be Annually 
Wrought up and Confumed, as it always was, before 
the Prohibition of Trade with France, and has not been 
fince, and there is Caufe to fear will not, till Care is 


taken to extend our Trade, as it always has been, to 
all poflible Parts of the World. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Day is Publifhed, 


THE Honour and Prerogative of the Queen’s Ma- 
iefty Vindicated and Defended againft the Unex- 
ampled Infolence of the Author of the GUARDIAN: 
In a Letter trom a Country Whigto Mir.Steele. Printed 
for John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. Price 3 d. 
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